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Saul, or Abſalom, when he was forced from Jer 


He, remembers with unſpeakable Pleaſure the Pri- 


fr, which havs free! Acceſs. to, 
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Palm LXXXIV. 10. 


HE Hebrew Inſcription does nat inforin 
us, who was the Author of this Pſalm; _ 
KK and it is as uncertain, to what times 
it belongs; but it ſeems. to have been 
poſed by the Royal Prophet David in ſome: __ 
dne of his Flights and Perſecutions, either from ; 


ulege which he formerly enjoyed, and expreſſetn 

his moſt earneſt and ardent Deſire of being re- £ * : 
Nored to it: How amiable are thy Dwellings, thaw! | 
Ing 10, enter into the Courts of the Lord, v. 1, 2 
While he is denied this Libery, he looks pan , 
Condition as worſe than that of the Birds of the 
and a ſecure and * —_ 
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alem, and debarred the publick Service of the; 
Tabernacle, For in this divine yan ihe dero, 
and inſpired Author ſighs after the Place of God's, © 
MWorſhip, and thinks the Want of that to be of al! 
things, che moſt inſupportable in his Baniſnment. 
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- the Sparrow bath found her a Houſe, and the Swal. 


a2 - e 4 Neſt, where they may lay their joung; euen 


LY 


" 7by. Altars, O Lord of Hoſts, my King, and 'my 
Cad; v. 3. Then he hag to admire and ex- 
tol the "Happineſs of the Prieſts, whoſe chief 
ee is in the Tabernacle ; and 6f others who 


live ſo near it, as to have the Opportunity of pay- 


ing their conſtant Devotions there, at all the ſti= 


ted Hours of Worſhip; Bleſſed are they that dwell 
in thy Houſe, they will. be always \ praiſing thee, 
v. 4 And as to thoſe who live at a great di- 

8 and are forced to travel through a barren 
and dry Valley three times a Lear to Fernſaley ; 
he pronounceth them happy in reſpect of himſelf, 


Who during his Exile, could not go thither at all. 


For theſe Holy Pilgrims depending on God for 
ſeaſonable Showers to refreſh them in their Jour- 

ney, and comforting themſelves with the Hopes 
ofthe Bleſſings they ſhould receive. at the End of 
it, are not at all diſcouraged at the Incommo- 
diiouſneſs of the Way, but go from Stage to Stage 
with unwearied Vigour, till they come to preſent 


- themſelves before God on Mount Sion. 
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- Wherefore he earneſtly begs of God, ther” he 


- might be -one of that happy Number, and be no 


longer debarred the Pleaſure and Satisfaction of 


waiting upon him in his Sanctuary, and praiſing 
him in the Congregition of the Saints; where 
he ſhould rather chuſe to ſpend one Day in ſolemrl 
Devotion, than a Thouſand in an idolatrous Coun- 
try; for 4 Day in thy Counts is better than 4 


* rom which. ar! 29 75 conſider, 
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ck Worſhi 


is performed, And, 

's | Thirdly, What Behaviour is hows 1 

1 ender our Service acceptable unto God. And, 

I. That is the beſt and moſt excellent Workhip, 


Religious Performances: And that Tribute of Ho- 


7 teſtify unto Iſrael, and to give thanks unto the 


their ſecret Devotion; but in Obedience to God's 


* . The. Obligation all Chriſtians are under; Wo 
4x tonſtaritly to reſort to thoſe {Tee Places where 9 


4 Irhich tends moſt effectually to promote the Ho- 
Pour and Glory of God, which ought to be the 
4 Aim and End of all our Actions, eſpecially our 


our is always greateſt, which is paid in the moſt 
Publick manner, when Men do it openly, and with 
She itmoſt Solemnity. Accordingly we find that 
Bll the Palms of David were penned for the uſe 
f the Tabernacle, in purſuance of his ſettled 
Reſolution to make the Praiſes of God as pub- 5 
Wick as was poſſible: I will give thee Thanks in 
the great Congregation ;, I 4 3 raiſe thee among © 
nich People; Pſalm 35. 18. Thou, O God, art 
Praiſed in Sion, 6 unto thee ſhall the Vow bs | 
performed in Jeruſalem, Pfalm 65. 1. For thither 

gt was that the Saints were conſtantly wont to 
xeſort upon all proper Occaſions, to offer up their 
united Praiſes to God; Iſai. 64. 11. Thither 
the Tribes went up, even. the Tribes of the Lord, 


ame of the Lord; Pſalm 122. 4. Not to excuſe 1 
Wheir Addreſſes to God i in private, or commute for 


Command, and with an Intention of doing greater 

Honour to him, by the ſolemn Worthip of the 
pron or mp As APO in the daily. 
— Sacrifces 221 
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| F2 The great Excelleiy « and | Atv of » of 


+ wt 4 15 * * 
"Pactifices, And for this reaſon our Bla Sividur; 
A When he had put an End to the Typical Service, 


, ligious Aſſembly, for publick Worſhip: And St. 


for Kings, and for all that are in Authority, in 


E by offering up his own Body u pon the Croſs "x 
once for all, inſtituted a Chriſtian Church or Re- 


Paul gives it in charge to Timothy, to take care if 

that all the Offices of that publick Worſhip be 
1 performed, that Supplitations, Prayers, Inter. i 
1 and giving of thanks be made for all n+ 39 


” the ſeveral Churches and Congregations, under 


| - his Care and Juriſdiction. Agreeably to which 8 
izgjunction of the Apoſtle, all the Churches of 
44 Chriſt ever ſince thr time, Have uſed ſet Forms 

_ of Prayer and Thankfgiving, as an eſſential Part 


= of Religion, and the moſt proper means to pro- 
mote che Honour and Gloty of God. And a 


Bod is more horfouted, ſo is the Congregation . 


better edified in the ule of Set Forms of publick 


Prayer; thoſe particularly preſcribed by our own . 


Church, which are framed and compoſed accot- 
ding to this Law and Rule of the Apoſtle, do all 


and Knowledge, in Grace and Goodneſs ; to make 
us viſer and better, and to fit us more "and more 
por a Divine and Heavenly Life. While we con- 
= ftantly attend u pon God in the publick Service 
dk Ne Church; 6 can want nothing 'tHat may 
> any ways ptomote the Intereſt of our Souls. Our 
1 Pets ate in a Language we all uniderftand ; 
aud we have ſome Part of the pure Word of Go F 


dea read; which: thay y uf proper mattet 


of Inſtrudion, if rightly underſtood : And it ne- 
9m rg . with 10 much 3 and Efficacy, 25 
—— 88 8 - When 


1 directly tend to the edifying of our Souls in Faith Ml 


nein 


1 "Pp it is is dilindly and devoutly read, in W 
* un Houſe, by a Miniſter of his own A point- 
ent. Whether it be that the Majeſty bf the 
Place, and the Senſe we have of rn more im- 
Fele Preſence, fix out Thoughts, and put 
Whem into ſuch a Religious Frame, that we are 
1 Liſpoſed to make a better Judgment of Spiritual 


- Rcaſon of it, L am apt to think chat moſt Ven 
| 4 704. it ſo by Experience. 

The Holy Pſulnift confeſſeth, itil he — not 
g ſatisfied about the promiſcuous Diſpenſation of 
Things here below, till he went into the Sanctuary 


put that preſently: ſet him right, as to his for= 
Wer, Error, And ſince our Lord hath promiſed, 
What” zobere too or three are met thgether in Fj ; 
Wome, there be is in the midſt of them,” Matt. 
nl 204}, where can we hope to have our Un- 
Wcrſiandings | enlightned;: to fee the wonderful 
Thiogs in the Law and the Goſpel; or expect 
lach plentiful Effuſtons of the ag Grace and 
Ppirit, as in an Aſſembly of Chriſtians; where 
Pod is chus preſent, afſſiſting and co-operating 
ith; his Word; that it may 4vork effettually in 
em that believe? Or what doubt can there re- 
Pein of the Acceptance of our Worſhip; - when 
Multitude of devout Souls unanimouſly ſend 
pe their joint Prayers to God for the common 
Necellities of one another? So that if we have 
concern for the good of our Souls, any De- 
re to increaſe in Knowledge, growein Grace, Aats: . 
is co folidPietys and to be aſſured of the Ac- 
f Pprance. of anten 41 an any N18 5 
v7; 1 | te 
2 R. 55 
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„nd Divine Things; or whatever elſe be the 5 


s Gad, to hear his Word read and expounded ; 


the publick Service of the Church.  _ 


does greatly conduce to the Benefit and Edifica b- 


the Honour and Intereſt of our Holy Religion. 

By this alone the eſtabliſhed Belief of any Na- 

tion doth appear, and is maintained. For while 
Mien make no publick Profeſſion of their Faith; 
while their Religion is confined to their Cloſets, rt 


ties of it at home, we can never be ſure what 


red their ſeveral Sorts of Sacrifices at the Tem. 


there can be no ſure Evidence of the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity in a Nation, while the publick r 
Worſhip is neglected and laid aſide. And there- Ip 
fore the Author to the Hebrews expreſly com- 
manqds the Chriſtians of thoſe Days, not to forſake 
The aſſembling of themſelves together, as the man- 
ner of ſome was, contrary to the Practice of the 


in ſome Ages after, who afe 4 
ume account, in the times of Perſecution, when 
beic Mectings expoſed them to the greateſt Suf- fl 
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And as Conſtancy in God's publick Worſhip! 


1 


Religion they are of. So long as the Jews offe- er 


55 
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Fa 
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ple, the Place appointed by God, it was an un- re 


 deniable Evidence, that they worſhipped the true in 
| God; but when they generally left off to go pb 


10 do Sacrifice in tbe Houſe of the Lord at Feru- 3 


ſalem, there then remained no farther Teſtimony 0 
of the National Belief, no Indication what God r 


they ſerved, or what Religion they profeſſed. And 
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Firſt Converts, who we read, continued daily with 
one accord in the Temple, in the Communion of i 
Doctrine, Sacraments, and 2 ; and of others 

nbled together on the 


** 


ferings. 
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. quired the publick Profeſſion of his Name, and 

at they could not prove themſelves to be his 
=Diſciples, or be otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed from tha 
cit of the World, than by an open and viſible 


N Wxerciſe of his Religion. "They knew that nothing 
Aa 1 1 


ul 0 hers, and perſwade them to eſteem and embrace 


_— (ESD 
1 „ Fn 7 — . \ : 6 OY 1 ' | : ; * 3 ; 
rings. new that their d | 

F 


Huld more effectually recommend Chriſtianity to 


chan the viſible Influence it had on its Profeſ- 


rs, by a conſtant Attendance on the publick 


Dffices of Divine Worſhip : That the Church was 


rs met daily in great Numbers to worſhip God 


9 85 


n-Wrovidence to preſerve their Religion, and to con- 
ue nue to them the Opportunities of exerciſing it, 
Man to keep up a conſtant Communion with him, 

nd with one another, in the common Service of 

nyc Church. For theſe and the like Reaſons the 
odWrimitive Chriſtians could not be prevailed upon 
ndÞÞ refrain going to the Holy Aſſemblies, and in- 


ck Expoſed them to Death. And when any of them 


her greateſt Glory and Beauty, when her Mem- N 


m. id that there was no better way to engage his 


on Frmit their publick Devotions, which ſometimes 


re- pon Account of ſome open and ſcandalous Crimes, 


ke emblies, how did they grieve and lament their 
Fnhappineſs, lying proſtrate at the Door, and 
Warneſtly begging to be received again to the Com- 
union of Prayers! And no wonder; fince b7 
heir being debarr'd the Privilege of entering into 
Wc Houſe of God, they incurred the Forfeiture 
r the more eminent Promiſes and Benefits which 
n Bod had affixed to publick Worſhip 3 which hath 
bays been thought the greateſt Puniſhment the 
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Were denied the Liberty of Worſhip in theſe AF 


' Governors 


i ſires to him, hearkening attentively to his Holy 
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Govemors of the Church can inflict upon me 
greateſt Offender. To theſe Advantages we 
may further add the natural Tendency of thoſe 
Prayers which are offered up in a full and foleinn lf by Þi 
Congregition,” to raiſe in us a Holy Zeal, | and = 
inſpire us with ſuch Thoughts: and Affections, as 
are due to the ſpecial Preſence, and become the 8 
infinite Majeſty of him we worſhißpß. 3 
This I doubt not, many here prelent have bound 9 
by k their own Experience, while they have obſer- 1 
ved-arMoltitude of People met together to worn 2 
the» Almighty, breathing forth their ardent» De- 


Word, bowing and proſtrating themſelves, before 1 
him, in Prayers and Supplications, and lifting up 15 
theiy Hands and Hearts in Praiſes; and 1 
vings to Him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and 
unto the Lamb. This chearful Concurrence in our 
Religious Afſſmblies hath inflamed the Hearts off 
many devout Worſhippers ; and if others have not b 
been raiſed and improved to the like Pitch of De- Þ: 
votion, nor felt the ſame Holy Fire kindled ino 
theit Breaſts, the Fault was in themſelves, not in H. 
the Worſvipz they wanted thoſe Diſpoſitions which 
are required to à due Performance of the ſacred F 
Offices. What theſe are, you will in ſome Ma: L. 
fure learn, when I have diſpatched my 10 
Second Particular, 2 1 propoſed. to. con- 
55 ſider: the Obligation all Chriſtians are under con- 

ſtantly to frequent the Places of God's publickW 
Worſhip. This is in part done already; — tho 
Ve could produce no expreſs Proof of the neceſlityl 
of this ſort of Worſhip; yet the ſeveral Advan 
tages of it, which 1 have mentiongd, are ſufficient 
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2 Feaſots to prevail with every wiſe and good Man, 
Mot to withdraw himſelf from the Places where it is 
1 wy But the very End and Deſign” of ſuch 
9 aces, and the Uſes to which they are appropria- 
2 may Convince us of our Duty to reſort to them. 
Fo what purpoſe can you ſuppoſe, ſhould God 
ie expreſs Command for the Building of the Ta- 
f 3 $-rnacle, but that his People might know where 
Wo repair at certain ſet TR! for his more Solemn | 
r. Perrice? 
ip I It he — tended: to reſt baba with Mens 
ge-. Fingle and private Devotions, why ſhould he re- 
59 Quire every Male to appear before him three times 
pre Tear, at one and the ſame Place, his holy Tem- 
up Pie at Feruſalem? If the Jews had been bound to 
pil orſhip God only in Private, there had been no 
nd $ccaſion for all the expente and trouble they were 
ur it upon this account. They had many Synagogues 
ohn the fmaller Cities, where Prayers were offered 
notſhp, and the Law read and expounded; but there 
De- as but one only Place, where all the Fews- were 
in pound to Sacrifice. And tho' God cared not for 
ing | en Thouſand Bullocks, nor for whole Rivers of 
ich|f Dyl, yet he would not remit the Duty. And there- 
redMore our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, when he was 
lea Twelve Years Old, went with Joſepb and Mary 
Po obſerve the Paſſover, in compliance with that 
pn. aw which required the Attendance of all the 
bn- Males at — 
cy While he was on Earth 18 eh 33 
to the Temple: There it was his Parents found 
0 him, when they had loſt him for Three Days, 
1 2. 46- There, and in the Synagogues, where 
ni le 28 the greatelt lay, be taug ht 5 
us an 


2 


y 


nd exhorted the People, Lake 19. 47. And the 
Apoſtles, after his Aſcenſion, were contimually in 
the Temple, Luke 24. 53- that is, at all the 
uſual Solemn Hours of- WR praiſing and bleſſing 
| God, We Read Ad, 3. 1. That Peter and by 
ment up together into the Temple, at the ninth 
Hour, being the hour of prayer, to perform their 
=—_ Devotions to God in the publick Forms of Wor- 2 
_ ſhip, then made uſe of. | 
And to ſhew us farther what Obligations Chriſt] 8 
hath laid upon us to frequent the Places of pub- le 
lick Worſhip, he hath gathered and united a Church, h 
or religious Society; appointed a ſtanding Order of Yd 
Mien to Miniſter to them in things pertaining to 
God; and inveſted them with Power and Autho- iſ 
rity of letting into, or ſhutting out of the Church. 
Ii No to what end did our Lord Inſtitute a Church, 
and Ordain publick Miniſters for the uſe of that v 
il Church, to Preach the Word, Adminiſter the Sa- 
craments, and to offer up Prayers and Praiſes to 
God, but to ſhew, that it is the Duty of Chri- 
ſtians conſtantly to reſort to the Tis - and to 
Join in all the Offices of publick Worſhip? e 
Thus it appears from he Practice of publick 0 
Worſhip under the Law, from the Example of our 
WW Saviour and his Apoſtles, who were ſo conſtant Wc 
= and punctual in the Performance of it, from the We 
nad and Deſign of inſtituting a Chriſtian Church, 
and ſetting apart a certain Order of Men to TA. 
= ficiate in lick Aſſemblies; that to go to the 
_ - Houſe of God, to Serve and "Worſhip him in the 
8 —— is a neceſſary and effential Part of 
Religion. And therefore it cannot but ſeem ſtrange Mc 


to oo liking: mn, that there ſhould be {> 


thoſe, 


. 


= | 5 ry F Bo A 07 _ 
| | RAC. 
= 4 ; - 2 . | | | * * N gs 2 | * Lad; + 
1© Whoſe, who either wholly, or in great meaſure; I 
in Srfake our Communion, for want of a due Serie | 
np 2 | | | 2 © . | 
ne f the neceſſity and advantages of publick Worſhip; 
ig Who look upon it as a matter of Indifferency, mm 
in What Place they ſerve God, at Home, or in the 
= ap a TY 
Ir IF 


Would entreat them ſeriouſly to confider what hath 
Nen now faid touching the Excellency and Ad- 
Wntages of publick Worſhip ; that the Solemn 
rformance of it is our beft and moſt reaſonable 
gervice, as tending moſt effectually to the Glory = 
God, the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, to 
wr own Edification, and to the ſtirring up and 
Wiling Devotion in Others; and then they can 
t ever prefer their own private, before the publick 
2 Wevotions of the Church. Eſpecially when ſuch 
Amirable Proviſion is made for them, by the 
Fonſtitution of a moſt excellent Liturgy ; a Form 
Þ judicioully framed according to the Apoſtles Rule, 
Tim, II. 1, 2. and the moſt Primitive Patterns, 
Mat tbe moſt piercing eyes of our Adverſaries could 
e ever find any material Faults in it; approved by 
png Experience to ſuit all the general W 72 
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of Mankind; all neceſſary Conditions to be com 
mended to God in publick; and to compriſe motif 
things that we would Pray for in Private. Where 
in all the Offices are exactly prepared and fitted 
„for raiſing the utmoſt Zeal of the beſt Men. 
and for warming and quickening the moſt cold, 


But this is too copious. a Subject now to en largo 
upon; beſides that the Excellency. and Uſefulneſs off 
the Common-prayer hath been ſo clearly demon 
ſttrated in a well known, Diſcourſe, by a late learMW 

ned and trul pious | P relate, who 1 ood; here, b © I | 

| fore me; and fo often inſiſted on, in the whole 
Courſe of his Preaching, now, made Publick, tha 


8 


- — —— 
2 £@mr 


What 1 thought proper at this Timed was, to 
perſwade you to a. conſtant attendance, on, and ll 
ren ai 7 Performance of this Divine Ser- 
vice, in the Houſe of God, now repaired and beau- 
tified; where you have the opportunity of pray-M 
ing twice a Day in Publick. And it is no more 
than what all are obliged to, that adhere, to the 
| Communion of the Church of England, as often as] 
they are not hindred by unavoidable. Bu inels, or 
Infirmities: She may reaſonably expect from, all] 
her Members, that the publick Exerciſe:of thei 
Service of God, preſcribed by her Wiſde n, and 


 Injoined by her Authority, ſhould be,duly obſer- 


»- 


Ved. There is no other way effectually to proveMat 

their Communion with the Church, bur by fre- Min 

quenting her publick Service: They may he of no he 
Church, meer Pagans and Infidels, who en nd 
e ee On e e een 


— 


=—_ . | Wet 10 * 
m. pſent om it. It is a deſerting ind bee 
Peir Mother, 15 Night and neglect her publick 
Wy flices ; z and argues in them a contempt of Divine 
rdinances; and tho? ſerving God at Home may be 
* pretence to juſtify ſuch a Contempt, it is in 
ruth Lazineſs and Irreligion. For they who 
4 defire to Serve God, will take care to do 
both at Home, and in the Church; but more 
Mpecially in the Church, according to the good 
N- "if Kt "of attending upon him in his own Houſe, 
There he hath appointed to receive them, and of 


8 3 anner. So that it is to be doubted, that they 
aWho conſtantly refuſe to ſerve God in publick, are 5 
dom very devout when they are alone. 
me There are Others who would excuſe their Shit 
Pee from the daily Service of the Church, by the 
to hretence of neceſſary Buſineſs ; and indeed ſuch 
y be the caſe ſoinetimes : But this Plea is not 
er Ways to be admitted ; there are many who chuſe 
8 Ray at Home and do nothing, rather than go 
WW Church to ſerve God; and there are many more, 
Tho ate not ſo deeply engaged in the Affairs of the 
e vorld, but they can find time to give to their 
if leaſures and Diverſions, to trifling Diſcourſe, and 
ri the making and receiving bf impertinent Viſits. 4 
They can Sacrifice many Hours, whole Days, to 
heir Paſtimes and Vices; but can ſeldom afford Two 
lalf Hours of a Day for theik publick Devotions. = 
God does not expect that Men. who are con- 
tantly imployed in the Works of an honeſt tals 
ing, koble pend the greateſt part of their time in 
he ſolemn Duties 6f his Worſhip 3 but only a due 


nd ins bektion of it, according to the Circums 
2385 Q ſtances. 


1 Forfbipping him in the moſt publick ind folemn _ 
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= © {ances of their Condition in the World; tha; 


aoentirely to. its Affairs, to Buy, or Sell, and get 
W gain, or follow their Diverſions, things innocent 


© Marthg's Buſineſs may not hinder Mary's, nor thal 
of the Body, which is their worlt part, carry away 
all their. time. And if they did 157 forecaſſ 
matters, they might ſpare ſo much time from rhein 
ordinary Affairs, and make ſuch deductions fron 
their Pleaſures, as God requires for his more im 
Ihis is what many good and holy Men, in Jikes | be 
' Circumſtances with themſelves, actually do, re 
 deeming ſo much time from the World, as to have 

leiſure ſufficient for their daily attendance on pub 


1 


by lick P rayers. | And therefore it is ; not want of 4 lei- 


ſure, but inclination, that keeps ſuch Men away; 


lick ſervice of the Church. And the reaſon is, be. 
cauſe they love the World, and give themſelves 


reckon all that time loſt that is ſpent in the pubM 


in their Seaſon and due Meaſure ; but highly 
Criminal when they ſteal our Hearts from God, 

and relax our Devotion. 
Let not then thoſe Men who never come toll 
Prayers on the Week-days, obje& the multiplicity 1 
of Buſineſs; ſince they that are moſt employed, do 
lay aſide their Buſineſs daily for things of les] 
Importance, and therefore may find time for this 8 
Duty. If unavoidable Buſineſs did prevent us, 
and nothing elſe, ſome Men, ſuch I mean, whoſeſ 
condition ſets them above the common Employ- 
ments of Life, who have time and leiſure, and no 
„ 2 - worldly 


8 


4 a 


1 A Tc i» SES... 
1 Pond Avocations to keep them from. the a 
thaWorſhip,. might come conſtantly; and all. fre 
waently, It may happen, I grant, that they who 
'Y E glad to take all Opportunities they can get, of 
eit te the Houſe of God, may ſometimes be hin- 
ö c 24 by an unexpected Accident, or an urgent 
eaſon of doing good; in which Caſes, as there 
uo deſigned negle&, ſo there is no Sin, and need © 
no Seruple. The Offices of Piety and Devotion 

roll Way be-intermitted for thoſe of Chatity, for Go * 

} 1 baue Mercy, and not Sacrifice, and is many - 
i: es better pleaſed with our doing good to Men on 
Wpreſling Occaſion, than when we are upon our 

y þ Nees in Prayers to himſelf. But where there ares 

1 . ſuch reaſonable Excuſes, where it is want of 

ſolfſcvotion, and not of time, that keeps us from 

4 ing ſo frequent at Church Prayers, we cannot 
b. Hut think it a very great fault, eſpecially when We 

be- eker bet! is the practice of all ſorts of People 

che World in this particular. Even Mabometang 

eth bd Heathens go daily to their Moſques . and 
ent emples, the Papiſis obſerve their ſet Hours of 
* mayer, the ems neyer omitted to offer their daily 

d, Wcities, ſo long as they had a Temple wherein 

offer them; and the more pious of them do 

to Will, where they have the Convenience, repair to 

ty * Synagogues three times a Day, Theſe will 

Jo l riſe up in Judgment againſt the Men of this 

{ eneration, who have been ſo much better inftru- *' , | 

| 5 $-din their Duty, have higher Obligations, an 80 
fur better Service than others. 

þ [ therefore heartily wiſh that I could erlonde 5 

ou, who, I thank God, are as conſtant frequen- 

C I'S of Divine Service on the Lord's Day, as your 

Os cane RR Brethren 
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Brethren of the ſame C 


as often as you poſſibly can, without Hindrance 
of Sickneſs or Prejudice to your Buſineſs of real Ne- 


neſs, for the ſake of going to a Tavern or Coffee-houſe, 
or for other {light and trivial Cauſes z not to abſent, 
but when you have a juſt and lawful Excuſe for 
your Abſence, and can give ſuch a Reaſon for it, as e 
will be allowed by God and your own Conſcience. 
© And it is what devout Men of old always did 
who wanted no Buſineſs, but had Forecaſt and 
Reſolution to make their Buſineſs comply with 
their Religion. Holy David amidſt the weighty 
Affairs of a Kingdom, and Daniel when chief Mi- Ii 
niſter of State in the Court of Darius, and prohi- 
bited by a ſevere Decree, obſerved their ſet Hours 
of Prayer, three times every Day: Neither Mul- 
tiplicity of Buſineſs, Love of Pleafure, nor Fear 
of Death, were thought a ſufficient Excuſe by 
| theſe Holy Men, for not performing their ſtated 

Devotions: And ſhall we then think much to leave 
our Shop, our Company, or our Diverſion, for 
half an Hour, to go to the Houfe of Prayer? What 
a Shame and Reproach is the ' Zeal and Piety o 

the Antient Chriſtians to our Indevotion, who {ci 


= called to account for the Expence of our time, thai 
WO, © have given away ſüch large Portions of it wil 
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ceſſity; and not keep away out of Sloth, or Careleſ. 
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aſide all Affairs at home, and left their Sport" 


and Paſtimes to attend upon the publick Worſnip 


where the Concourſe was ſo great, that an Amen 


pronounced by the whole Multitude, was like im 


Clap of Thunder > And what ſhall we be able to. 
tay for our ſelves at the great Day, when we ar 


WA 


Sf Es 
ACSI 


Se BE 
U 
. 
0 Boe 
„ \ —_ 
f 1 


7 N 1 


For Eaſe ad Pleaſure and unneceſſary Things, and: 
ald afford little or none for the publick and ſoꝛͥ 
mn Worſhip of God > That when the Church 
J ad made ſuch excellent Proviſion for us, by a 
i Wervice ſo well ſuited to all our Neceſlities ; when 
er Miniſters were ready, her Offices prepared, and 
e Gueſts were invited to come, we lighted : all 
nis Kindneſs and Coſt, and with frivolous Excu- 
s abſented our felves > Wherefore, if you have. © 
Iny Regard to the Examples of Men of the greateſt: i 
Place and Dignity, or any Eſteem for NT Wil- 
m and Virtue; if you have any Thought or 
A Eoncern how you ſhall be able, when you come 
J be judged, to account for the ſpending of your 
MI IJ me, reſolve to be as conſtant in your Attendance 
„ Ii the publick Service of the Church, as you rea- 
Fo Pub can ; and let me add as early too, that you. 
May offer up to God a compleat Service, and reap. 
me whole Advantage of his Worſhi77f . 
Having thus made it appear to be the Duty of 
l Chriſtians to frequent the Place of God's ne 
ck Worſhip, permit me in the ' - 
= Third and laſt Place, to ſhew you, Row: you + mY 
2Dvght to behave your ſelves when you are there, 
n the ſeveral Parts of that Worſhip, ſo as to ren- 
er it acceptable to Almighty God. To which 
Purpoſe, you ſhould do well as you are going to 
ip ne Houſe of God, to conſider and meditate, that 
Ee manifeſts himſelf there after a more eſpecial 8 
: | 1 manner than he does in other Places; and that 
> tol 1 erefore you are to demean your ſelves accordingly. _ 
ar A 'or Reaſon and common Experience teach Men to 
al ake care, that their Behaviour be ſuitable to the 
| i Flace * are in; and to keep a conſtant Guard 
4 Wen 1 
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upon themſelves, left Bagh offend in any. kinal 43 
_ There is an Awe and Dread of Majeſty in tha 4 
Looks and Demeanour of all that are 18 the Pre. 
ſence: of an Earthly Prince; and did God every 
time we meet to worſhip him appear viſibly among 
us, as he was wont to diſplay himſelf at the Door 
of the Tabernacle, how humbly and -reverently l 
ſhould we carry our ſelves before him? And yet 4 
tho' we do not ſee him, we all pretend to believe 
that he ſees us, that he is more immediately pre- 
_ fent in our Aſſemblies, and takes a more particu- 
lar Notice of our Behaviour in his Worſhip,” chan 
he does at other times. 'Þ 
The Jews and Primitive Chriſtians did generally * 
believe, that the Angels who are God's Miniſters, 
did continually attend upon him in the. Places, 
and at the times of Divine Service, as Overſeers 1 & 
and Witneſſes of the Decency and Reverence off ur 
our Worſhip. Of this, one Token among the Few: 0 
was thou ght to be the placing of the Cherubim. 
in the Hoh of Hohes, And this many _y V 
ters have ſuppoſed to be the moſt obvious Mea. 
ning of St. Paul's Words, 1 Cor. 11. 10. Where 
Preſcribing Rules of Decency in Religious Aiſem-Þ 3 
blies, he ſays, Fur this Cauſe the Woman ought” ta 
baue a Vail upon her Head, in Token of Sub- I 
Rig to her Husband, becauſe of the Angels, that 
is, be modeſtly attired in the Church, with ac 
particular Regard to thoſe inviſible Spirits, be 4 
nere preſent: there to ſee and obſerve the U 
and —— of their Deportment. A lively * 
IM; * Faith, and a firm Perſwafion of the more ſpecial] T 
44 Preſence of God and his Hol y Angels in our Aſ- 
3 — have the ane Influence 1 0 
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4 Yen, as "FAV Senſes b, 4 NA? if 1 beleld 
Im there, attended with this glorious Retinue; 
R would compoſe themſelves to greater Serious 
, ſuch as may teſtify the awful Regard, they 
ke to the Majeſty, and Preſence of the Almighty, 
1 as we are to be thus circumſpe& in our. 
Whaviour: in the Church, out of Regard to G 
1 2 the Angels, who are chere more immediately 
1 eſent 3) ſo likewiſe upon Account of the Buſinels 
e are about, which | ought to be attended with 
A ö the. ſolemn Expreſſions of Serlouſneſs and Dex 
tion. The Deſign of our meeting in this Holy 
= * TY that we may worſhip God therein, —_ 
e are certainly bound to to both with Soul and 
ay, fince he made them both, and joined them 
0 aber, that they might be joined in his Serviced 
And the Buſineſs we come about, is not ſome = 
& bfling. teinporal Affair, but the Eternal Salvation 
4 q our Souls. Our Care then muſt he at our firſh 
im Antrance into this ſacred Place, to poſſeſs our 
real Minds with a great Awe and Dread of the Divine 
Wit, to collect our ſcattered Thoughts, and 
2 deavour as much as is poſſible, to keep up a de- 
2IT Put Frame of Spirit, all the while we are exer- 
ra ed in the Worſhip of God, by an intent aud al- 
ionate Application to it in all its ſeveral Parts 
rat id Offices. Zeal and Fervour is what God che 
a |Wquires, as che very Life and Being of Prayer, 
d that without which all the 1 is but Noiſe 
12 Pageantry. As in Nature ſo alſo in De- 
ion, the Body without the Soul is Dead 3 
% Ine Prayer even of 4 Righteous: Mun will pot 
il, unleſs it be fervent , God will not accept; | 
0 an our formal \Pexlarmupgs, inſtead of; atk 
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 Finees and Lips, when our Hearts are Fur fron i 
Prayer is a Wiſh and Deſire of the Soul 
directed towards God for ſomething which we 1 
want z and what Wonder is it then that he ſhould 
not hear thoſe” Prayers which have nothing offi 


bim. 


13 1 


| Worſhip oof ? God: "while le ſoine fle 65 fie oc 00 10 0 N 
-Batorivn | in the Soul, that they will not be 
Twaded to pay any Bodily' Reæverence; 


17 


themſelves itito ſuch lazy 


ſee Men cold and careleſs,” or looſe and giddy all 
the time of Divine Service, whatever they may 
* we can ſcarce believe, that Where there 

not the leaſt viſible Appearance of External, 
there can be an) 
Ae 


ſt tempted 


affront the Majeſty 


of God, 


real + hin 1 5 and Ta ami 


to with,” 


4 3 re 
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of our Bodies 
of God: I and therefore when wel 
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; and at the Con- 4 tc 
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"or ü Or 
and indecent poſtures, y 

as ſhew ſufficiently they hate no Senſe of What) 
they ſhould be doing; or as if they deſigned rol » 
even when he'is in- >. 
voked. Now it is a Dictate of natural Reli 10 i 
that we expreſs the inward Senſe of our 
by the outward Acts and Carriage 
uin the Worſhip 


Deſire and Affection in them? You ought therefore bu 
to let your Hearts go along with your Lips; to at- 
tend diligently, and join devoutly in all the Parts 
aud Paſſages of the Service of God; 
chiſion of every Collect or other Act of Divine Wor- 
ſpip, where tis preſcribed, to expreſs the inward 
fervent Ba of 222 Saule in a Aline and 
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Way at home, 


Wire ſuch Offence, or {et ſo ill an Example to the 
Wt of the, Congregation. Though I had much. 
Wther they would correct an ill Cuſtom, and 


e ſuch a Scandal 45 chi is, by their future 


offondud, J mean, by a grave, ſerious, and fervent 


* 7 : = 


to out; how great and preſſing your, Neceſſities are, 

nd py many and grievous your Sins; how unwor- 
ck y vou are to aſk, and yet how miſerable you _ 
ay ll be, if * do not obtain a Supply for yqut 

. Wants, and a Pardon for your Offences Ta 

{it W@nfider the numerous Dangers and Temptations, 
s, ou are every Day expoſed to, and how juftly 
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in your Ve a 
An (0 the | 
as becomes ſo excellent "I 
Ciren' 80 641 x rayers be acceptable ta 
God, intitle 7OU. IG 11 the Rewards which hel 
hath | promiſed to thoſe. that Ye. him with. Re. 
verente . {hs Fear, and bring dyn af 
Ble t on a 
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upon Your ſelves, upon 

1 C State; and we ſhall. "fel F 
Peace in Sion, and Proſperity i in our Hracl. Which 
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